
Eric Whitacre 

 

Eric Whitacre (1970) is one of the most popular and performed composers of our time, a 

distinguished conductor, broadcaster and public speaker. His “Light & Gold” album won 

a Grammy® in 2012 and became the no. 1 Classical album on the US and UK charts 

within a week of release.  His second album, “Water Night,” was released on Decca in 

April 2012 and debuted at no. 1 in the iTunes and Billboard Classical chart on the day of 

release. It features seven world premiere recordings and includes performances from his 

Eric Whitacre Singers professional choir, the London Symphony Orchestra, Julian Lloyd 

Webber and Hila Plitmann. His compositions are also featured on multiple other 

recordings made in Europe, North America and Australasia. 

 

His ground-breaking Virtual Choir, Lux Aurumque, received over a million views on 

YouTube in just 2 months (now 3 million), featuring 185 singers from 12 different 

countries. Virtual Choir 2.0, Sleep, was released in April 2011 and involved over 2,000 

voices from 58 countries. Virtual Choir 3, Water Night, received 3,746 submissions from 

73 counties and was launched at Lincoln Center, New York-- revealed online in April 

2012. 

 

Eric has written for The Tallis Scholars, BBC Proms, London Symphony Orchestra and 

Chorus, Chanticleer, Julian Lloyd Webber and the Philharmonia Orchestra, Berlin 

Rundfunkchor and The King’s Singers among others.   Eric Whitacre is currently 

Composer-in-Residence at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge University, UK. 

 

Composer’s notes and texts 

 

In the spring of 1996, my great friend and brilliant violinist Friedemann Eichhorn invited 

me and my girlfriend-at-the-time Hila Plitmann (a soprano) to give a concert with him in 

his home city of Speyer, Germany. We had all met that year as students at the Juilliard 

School and were inseparable. 

 

Because we were appearing as a band of traveling musicians, “Friedy” asked me to write 

a set of troubadour songs for piano, violin, and soprano.  I asked Hila (who was born and 

raised in Jerusalem) to write me a few “postcards” in her native tongue, and a few days 

later she presented me with these exquisite and delicate Hebrew poems.  I set them while 

we vacationed in a small skiing village in the Swiss Alps, and we performed them for the 

first time a week later in Speyer. 

 

Each of these songs captures a moment that Hila and I shared together. “Kala Kalla” 

(which means “light bride”) was a pun I came up with while she was first teaching me 

Hebrew. The bells at the beginning of “Eyze Sheleg” are the exact pitches that awakened 

us each morning in Germany as they rang from a nearby cathedral. 

 

These songs are profoundly personal for me, born entirely out of my new love for this 

soprano, poet and now my beautiful wife, Hila Plitmann. 

— Eric Whitacre 



 

I. Temuná (A picture) 

 

A picture is engraved in my heart; 

Moving between light and darkness: 

A sort of silence envelopes your body, 

And your hair falls upon your face just so. 

 

II. Kalá kallá (Light bride) 

 

Light bride 

She is all mine, 

And lightly 

She will kiss me! 

 

III. Lárov (Mostly) 

 

"Mostly," said the roof to the sky, 

"the distance between you and I is endlessness; 

But a while ago two came up here, 

and only one centimeter was left between us." 

 

IV. Éyze shéleg! (What snow!) 

 

What snow! 

Like little dreams 

Falling from the sky. 

 

V. Rakút (Tenderness) 

 

He was full of tenderness; 

She was very hard. 

And as much as she tried to stay thus, 

Simply, and with no good reason, 

He took her into himself, 

And set her down 

in the smallest, softest place. 

~ Hila Plitmann 

 

 


