
Ola Gjeilo (pronounced Yay-lo) was born in Norway in 1978, and moved to 

the United States in 2001 to begin his composition studies at the Juilliard 

School in New York City.   Ola’s concert works are performed all over the 

world, and his debut recording as a pianist-composer, the lyrical crossover 

album Stone Rose was followed by its 2012 sequel, Piano Improvisations. 

Many of Ola’s choral works are featured on Phoenix Chorale’s bestselling 

Northern Lights album, which is devoted entirely to his music for choir.  He 

especially enjoys writing music for choir, orchestra/symphonic winds, and 

the piano. 

  

Presently a full-time composer based in the US, Ola is also very interested in 

film, and his music draws a lot of inspiration from movies and cinematic 

music.   Ola’s scores are distributed by Hal Leonard and Edition Peters. The 

Northern Lights, Piano Improvisations and Stone Rose albums are available 

at amazon.com and iTunes. 

 

Dark Night of the Soul (2010) is based on poetic texts from Dark Night of 

the Soul by St. John of the Cross (1542-1592).  Saint John of the Cross' 

poem narrates the journey of the soul from its bodily home to its union with 

God.  The journey is called "The Dark Night" because darkness represents 

the hardships and difficulties the soul meets in detachment from the world 

toward reaching the light of the union with the Creator.  The main idea of 

the poem may be seen as the painful experience that people endure as they 

seek to grow in spiritual maturity and union with God.  The text was written 

in 1578 or 1579 while John of the Cross was imprisoned by his Carmelite 

brothers, who opposed his reformations to the Order. 

 

One dark night, 

fired with love’s urgent longings 

 –ah, the sheer grace!– 

I went out unseen, 

my house being now all stilled. 

 

2. In darkness, and secure, 

by the secret ladder, disguised, 

 –ah, the sheer grace!– 

in darkness and concealment,  

my house being now all stilled. 

 

 



3. On that glad night 

in secret, for no one saw me, 

nor did I look at anything 

with no other light or guide 

than the one that burned in my heart. 

 

Musically the work is unique in the manner in which the piano and choir are 

treated as equals.  At times the choir plays the role of the orchestra 

accompanying the piano or violin, but the overall effect is one of warmth, 

grace, and passion as reflected in the poem. 


