
Program Notes 
Music of the Theater 

 
     I.  OPERA 

 
Pagliacci (Strolling Players) by Leoncavallo---“Bell Chorus” 
 (Let’s go! Let’s go!  The vesper bells ring…All the world’s aglow with  
 love and the old folks are watching.  Ding, dong…”) 
 A serene and lovely early evening song in sharp contrast to the jealousy 
 and violence to erupt during the play to follow. 
 
Idomeneo (King of Crete) by Mozart---“Voyagers’ Chorus” 
    Christine Petkus  & Chorus 
 “Placido e il mar, andiamo; Tutto ci rassicura…” 
 (The sea is calm; let us go; everything is reassuring; we shall have good fortune; 
 come, let us leave at once!) 
 
La Traviata (The Fallen Woman) by Verdi---“Libiamo—Drinking Song” 
      Christine Petkus, Richard Monroe, & Chorus 
 “Libiamo ne’ lieti calici che la beliezza infiora…” 
 (Let us drink from the mirth-giving cup which beauty adorns… 
 Oh, let us drink deep of pleasure!  Wine, laughter & song enhance the 
 night; in this paradise let the new day find us!”) 
 
Il Trovatore (The Troubadour) by Verdi---“Anvil Chorus” 

“Vedi! Le fosche notturno spoglie…All’opra! All’opra! Dagli, martella!” 
(See how the darkness of night dissolves…To work…hammer away!) 
At daybreak in a gypsy mountain encampment in Spain, the men pound the anvils 
rhythmically around the bonfire.  They raise their tankards and toast the gypsy girls who 
bring cheer to life. 

 
The Pearl Fishers by Bizet---“Au fond du temple saint…” Duet 
    Richard Monroe, David Bonneau 
 (Deep within the sacred temple adorned with flowers of gold a woman appears…) 
 The baritone Zurga, leader of the pearl fishers of Ceylon, is reunited with his friend Nadir 

after having quarreled many years before.  They had each loved Leila, who is now an 
unattainable priestess within the Hindu temple.  They sing of her beauty & charm, but 
they realize that their own bonds of friendship are too strong to remain fractured. 

 
Don Pasquale by Donizetti---“Servants’ Chorus” 
 “Che interminabile andirivieni…” 
 (What endless coming & going!  Ding,ding here…Dong,dong there…Never a moment’s 
 peace…a row after dinner…Money’s no object…there’s money to burn!) 
 The maids & footmen gossip about the exciting turmoil in the home of the elderly Don 
 Pasquale, who has precipitously married a “naïve, sweet-tempered lady”—almost 
 immediately to his regret.  Actually his nephew’s lady-love in disguise, “Sofronia” is a 
 key player in the plot to dissuade the old man in his threat to disinherit his nephew for 

refusing to marry the wealthy woman chosen for him.  The Don learns that marriage 
without love can be disastrous, and all is forgiven. 
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II.  THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 

Die Fledermaus (The Bat) by Strauss---“Laughing Song” 
    Elaine Crane & Chorus 

 
A gala masked ball is filled with gaiety, with a grand assortment of individuals in 
disguise poking fun at one another.  The supposed Marquis is mocked for his faux pas in 
saying that a young lady looks like his wife’s chambermaid (which in actuality is true). 
 
   ---“Champagne Song” 
   Christine Petkus, Elaine Crane, Richard Monroe, Chorus  
(His majesty we celebrate as we all dance & sing;  
To Champagne we raise a glass & sing: Long live the King!) 
Viennese night-life, already elegant & rollicking in the third quarter of the 19th century, 
happily welcomed the newest wine, Champagne, as fuel for more giddy partying. 
 
    

The Merry Widow by Lehar---“Love Unspoken” Duet 
    Elaine Crane, David Bonneau 
 Hanna, the “Merry Widow”, is belle of the embassy ball in 1905 Paris.  There is  
 desperate need for her very large inheritance to stay in her small fictitious nation.   
 Danilo, a fellow countryman, would be an excellent match, but his pride demands 
 a marriage for love, rather than for money.  
  
 

       ---“Vilia” 
       Christine Petkus & Chorus 

Hanna sings a favorite folk-ballad about an alluring forest nymph who has fallen in love 
with a mortal. 
 

The Mikado by Sullivan---“A More Humane Mikado” 
         David Bonneau & Chorus 
Gilbert & Sullivan’s satirical comments on British attitudes and institutions were 
disguised by locating the operetta in the far-away country of Japan.  Mikado describes a 
variety of humorous punishments designed to delight and cause ‘merriment.’  For 
example society sinners who chatter and bleat and bore are sent to hear sermons from 
ministers who preach from ten to four. 
 
    ---“Mikado Finale” 
        Christine Petkus (Pitti-Sing), David Bonneau (Ko-Ko), 
        Richard Monroe (Nanki-Poo), Elaine Crane (Yum-Yum),  
        Jill Kern (Peep-Bo), & Chorus 
A joyous celebration of Nanki-Poo’s marriage to Yum Yum.  
 

Pirates of  Penzance by Sullivan---“O, Better Far to Live and Die” 
          David Bonneau & Men 
 The Pirate King explains to his men that piracy is comparatively honest, when matched 
against the “respectable” world. 
 
    ---“Poor Wandering One” 
        Elaine Crane & Women 
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 Frederic, the innocent & earnest pirate apprentice is given comfort & love by Mabel 
much to the relief of the other women who sing “Take any heart- but ours!” 
 
    ---“When the Foeman Bares his Steel” 
        David Bonneau, Elaine Crane, Christine Petkus & Chorus 
 The police are preparing to confront the pirates and what they perceive to be a very 
disagreeable fate.   But when even the foeman, one who dislikes war, is aroused to battle then the 
best thing to do is sound the trumpets and have a parade.  The women provide questionable 
encouragement singing “Go to glory and the grave!”  The men disguise their fear with a grand 
parade amidst the dubious encouragement of the women. 
 
          

          III.  BROADWAY 
 

Oklahoma by Rodgers---“Finale” 
       Richard Monroe & Chorus 
 Set in the Oklahoma Territory in 1906 outside the town of Claremore.  In the 
 Finale, the townspeople joyously celebrate the territory’s approved statehood. 
 
Fiddler on the Roof by Bock---“Sabbath Prayer”  
    Elaine Crane, David Bonneau & Chorus 
 The fiddler was a common Jewish metaphor for a joyous life filled with  
 tradition and uncertainty.  The “Sabbath Prayer” includes Tevye’s plea for 
 good husbands for his five daughters. 
 
Brigadoon by Loewe---“Go Home with Bonnie Jean” 
     Richard Monroe & Chorus 
 Two young American men arrive in the enchanted Scottish town on the one day 
 each 100 years that the antique community becomes visible to outsiders.  Falling 
 in love is hazardous  to the men, who must give up the modern world; and the  

young ladies would doom the entire town if they were to leave. 
 
Oliver by Bart---“I Will Scream” 
      Christine Petkus, David Bonneau 
 The Widow Corney resists (somewhat) the amorous attentions of Mr. Bumble. 
 
  ---“Oom-Pah-Pah” 
        Christine Petkus & Chorus 
 Nancy, who has treated Oliver kindly with motherly attention, sings an old 
 tavern song with the chorus. 
 
  ---“Who Will Buy” 
       Antonia Gehnrich (Oliver), Elaine, Christine, Richard, David 
 “Who will buy this wonderful morning?  Such a sky you never did see…” 
 Various street vendors are singing with Oliver and chorus of passers-by. 
 
Candide by Bernstein---“Make Our Garden Grow” 
           Elaine, Christine, Richard, David & Chorus 
 Candide and friends have followed the creed of mindless optimism.  After suffering 
 from many physical & emotional troubles & becoming penniless, they finally find the 
 value of working hard to “build our house, chop our wood, & make our garden grow.”  
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Children of Eden by Schwartz---“In the Beginning” 
            Elaine, Christine, Richard, David & Chorus 
 Storytellers recount the beginning of the world with Biblical characters Father (God), 
 Adam, Eve, Noah & offspring.  “In the Beginning” explores the challenges and 

blessings of free will as one may “choose to stop the hating” and that “no doom is written 
in the stars, its in our hands.”  Children of Eden, the future is unknown but “seek for your 
garden, you and your children to come home. 
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